
Statement from Tim Hardt 

Several baseless accusations have been made about me via anonymous letters being sent to members 

of the Zionsville Community. These accusations are demonstrably false.  

I have never had a mortgage foreclosure. I have never been stopped for, ticketed, cited, or arrested for 

public intoxication or driving under the influence. My wages have never been garnished for child 

support. The only litigation regarding Indy Juniors Volleyball Club, was a breach of contract suit my 

company filed. I have never been married to anyone named Rena, nor owned property in Porter County. 

What I have done is pass a formal background check conducted by an independent third party which 

shows only a couple of speeding tickets. I have included a copy of this report and other materials below.  

A handful of my supporters began debunking these defamatory claims almost immediately with simple 

internet searches. A seriously concerned citizen would have done the same before making such vicious 

accusations but that’s not the caliber of person we’re dealing with here.  

When the initial attack failed, the same or perhaps a different individual – again, it’s all anonymous – 

went for broke with a full assault on my character. A second letter claimed that I harassed women while 

coaching. This is false. It is a disgusting attempt to smear my name for purely political reasons. The 

author claims anonymity to protect his family but has no qualms about embarrassing mine. I coached 

girls’ volleyball at the middle school, high school and club level in three states for nearly 25 years. I have 

served multiple terms on the National Board of Directors for the JVA - an advocate group for female 

volleyball players and families. I have never had ANY complaints filed against me like those referenced in 

the letter. 

I suspect the author(s) true motive for anonymity is to avoid prosecution. Creating and mailing more 

than 100 copies of anonymous campaign material is a violation of Indiana law (see details below) and 

punishable by up to a $5,000 fine and/or 1 year in jail. These laws were written to promote transparency 

– a hallmark of my campaign – and ensure every voter knows where a message is coming from.

It's clear that my opponents have resorted to defamation and lies to disrupt my school board campaign. 

I have children in the school district and the fact that people would resort to this is sad. Zionsville is 

better than this. I have called on my opponent to publicly condemn these actions and to use his 

influence with his supporters to encourage a clean campaign. 

I believe the people behind these attacks are an extreme minority. The vast majority of voters are 

upstanding citizens who will diligently consider which candidate most aligns with their ideas. I am 

addressing all of this reluctantly but comprehensively. I have a right and an obligation to my family to 

defend my good name. I have attempted – through this statement and supplemental materials below – 

to address this matter comprehensively. I will not address this further or engage with people who 

continue resorting to baseless and anonymous attacks. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy A. Hardt 

Candidate, ZCS Board of Trustees  



Statements of Support for Tim Hardt 

From Kristine Spears Hardt (Tim’s wife from 2004-2014): 

Regarding election campaigns for Zionsville Community School Board:  There have been a 
number of false statements made about Tim Hardt, one of the election candidates.  This note is 
to address a few of the false claims. 

My name is Kristine Spears Hardt (Kristi), I was married to Timothy Addison Hardt (Tim) from 
December 2004 to August 2014. 

Our marriage produced two wonderful sons, both of them attend Zionsville Community 
Schools. 

Prior to moving to Zionsville/Whitestown, we jointly owned a home in Fishers, Indiana.  We did 
not have any missed mortgage payments, we never experienced a foreclosure. 

When Tim and I divorced in 2014, the divorce settlement granted joint custody of both our 
boys, and Tim does not owe any child support. 

Tim is an engaged father, he and I have cooperatively and collaboratively parented our children 
their entire lives. 



From Ann Larson, player Tim coached: 

I have known Tim Hardt for 25 years now.  He was my club volleyball coach at Indy Jrs and thenI 
had the pleasure of coaching at the club with him.  Tim Hardt is a great coach, great teacher, 
wonderful father, good friend to my family and myself, and an outstanding person.  As long as I 
have known Tim he has always wanted the best for me, his players, his students, and his 
friends.  He is a great leader and mentor.  He has always had high values, beliefs, and morals – I 
have never doubted him and what he has stood for.    

Being a volleyball player for Indy Jrs we traveled everywhere.  My parents never hesitated 
sending me off to go play in tournaments with my team and Tim – actually they fully depended 
on him to keep me safe and look out for me and he did just that.  I respected him as a coach 
and mentor.  He always pushed us to do our best and be our best – not only as players but as 
students and young adults.  He worked countless hours to help me reach my goals and dreams 
of playing D1 volleyball.  Not only did he help me reach my goal but he helped many others 
reach theirs.  He was the coach that supported and cheered us on in whatever activities that we 
did – whether that was basketball, track, 4-H, or academic events and if he could physically 
come cheer us on he would.      

On a personal note – I am a mother of 3 young girls and I would 100% trust Tim Hardt to be 
around, coach, babysit, etc. my girls.  I know he would want the best for them just as much as I 
want the best for them.  He was there for my family and I on multiple occasions and we will 
never forget his generosity and caring heart.  He is a great man and I fully support, trust and 
stand by him! 

From parents of players Tim coached: 

Phil & Terri McCauley 
We have been Zionsville residents for over 30 years and have had three children go through the 
Zionsville school system.  All three played many sports for the district.  One of our daughters 
played Club volleyball for two years (2001, 2002) with Indy Attack, DBA Indy Juniors under Tim 
Hardt as Coach.  Our experience was a good one, and we saw growth from not only volleyball 
skills but leadership, camaraderie as a team and working together under his direction. Tim was 
supportive, professional, and accountable to our girls and each family. This Team, and our 
families, travelled all over including Nationals in Florida spending lots of time together and was 
comprised of girls from all over Central Indiana.  Tim showed exemplary character for a coach 
and we believe he will be a good addition to our School Board. 

Susan Lidester 
I first met Tim Hardt 20-25 years ago.   He was one of the coaches/owners of Indy Juniors 
Volleyball Club where he coached my daughter.   Tim always expected the girls to give their 
best at practice and during tournaments.  I traveled many places with the team and Tim was a 



great mentor to the girls.  Tim worked hard in getting the girls who wanted to play collegiately 
seen by coaches.  He had the girls' best interests in mind. 
On a personal side, Tim always treated the girls with respect and they in turn respected him.  I 
never saw him do anything that was questionable.  Tim had high moral values and beliefs and I 
never hesitated leaving my daughter with him for practice or during an out-of-town 
tournament that I wasn't able to attend. 

Travis Wilken 
I have been a friend of Tim Hardt’s for 20+ years. I am also a former co-worker and my daughter 
played at Tim’s volleyball club, Indy Juniors for 2 years. I trusted Tim to have the best interests 
of my child in mind and so can the Zionsville community. Tim will be an asset to the Zionsville 
school system and a champion for the students. 



Legal Response 
October 17, 2022 

To:  Zionsville School Board Voters 
Re:  False Accusations Against Tim Hardt 

Dear concerned citizens, 
Tim Hardt, who's full legal name is Timothy Addison Hardt, is running for Zionsville school board to 
represent Eagle Township.  Sadly, but perhaps predictably, Tim's opponents have been circulating 
false information intended to defame him and erode voter confidence in him as a qualified candidate 
in the form of at least two letters calling Tim's character into question.  They are categorically 
untrue.  In truth, Tim is a dedicated father willing to be a public servant who is experiencing the 
worst parts of our highly polarized society.   

The first letter calls into question Tim's history with his mortgage, unpaid child support, driving 
intoxicated, and public intoxication, while also making other baseless claims about lawsuits and prior 
school resignations.  To build this storyline, Tim's opponents have pulled information from two other 
individuals (Timothy Allen Hardt and Timothy S. Hardt) to paint Tim in the most negative light 
possible.  Specifically, Timothy Allen Hardt fits some of the allegations along with his wife, Rena, 
whereas Tim was married to Kristine Hardt (who confirms Tim is a dedicated father to their two 
sons).  Further, Timothy S. Hardt experienced legal issues in 1995 while Tim lived in Florida.  Copies 
of the front page of the complaint and case reports are attached here for reference.  

The second letter is even more inflammatory, calling into question Tim's character while coaching 
girls’ volleyball.  In fact, families and his wife have confirmed these allegations are false and amount 
to nothing more than heinous character assassination.  If the allegations were true, why is this only 
now being brought to light?  Wouldn't a truly concerned parent expose issues immediately to 
identify the offender openly and prevent them from coaching other youth sports?   

Individuals that are creating and spreading these false accusations are violating both civil law (libel 
and slander) and possibly election laws.  Under Indiana Code 3-9-3-2.5, these mailings may qualify as 
a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by fines up to $5,000 and a year in jail.  Both the Boone County 
prosecutor's office and the Indiana Election Division have been notified.  Folks with information on 
the source of these letters and those receiving them are encouraged to contact the Boone County 
Sheriff's office and reference active case #2022-00074475, which can be done anonymously. 

All serious voters are encouraged to find out more about Tim at his website (hardt4zcs.com) or by 
contacting him directly. 

David Roberts 
Legal Counsel to Friends of Tim Hardt 



Supporting Legal Documents 
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California Candidates/Employees Only: The report does not guarantee the
accuracy or truthfulness of the information as to the subject of the
investigation, but only that it is accurately copied from public records, and
information generated as a result of identity theft, including evidence of
criminal activity, may be inaccurately associated with the consumer who is the
subject of the report. An investigative consumer reporting agency shall provide
a consumer seeking to obtain a copy of a report or making a request to review a
�le, a written notice in simple, plain English and Spanish setting forth the terms
and conditions of his or her right to receive all disclosures, as provided in Section
1786.26.

Sólo para los Candidatos/Empleados de California: En el informe no se garantiza
la exactitud o veracidad de la información en cuanto al tema de la investigación,
sino sólo que se ha copiado exactamente de los registros públicos, y la
información generada como resultado del robo de identidad, incluyendo las
pruebas de una actividad delictiva, podría estar incorrectamente asociada con el
consumidor que sea el sujeto del informe. Una agencia investigadora de
informes de crédito deberá suministrarle a un consumidor que trate de obtener
una copia de un informe o solicite revisar un archivo una noti�cación por escrito
en inglés y español lisos y llanos, en la que se establezcan los términos y las
condiciones de su derecho a recibir toda la información, como se dispone en la
Sección 1786.26.
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